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St. Matt. Chap. 15. Var 9. 


| But in vain they do Norsbip me, 2 0 iv: Dos. 5 


vines 88 e of Men. 


H E Ser Her and Phariſees were e always 1 moft 

* eminently diſtinguiſn'd, by a a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of ſome out ward Ceremonial} parts 
of the Law, whilſt they utterly negledted 2 
thoſe Things whichwere of greateſt weight 


and Importance, of Divine Appointment , : I 


2 and Ererihal Obligation: An evident proof whereof is, That 

remarkable Faſſage, which gave Occaſion to the Words of 
my Text. Theſe Scrupulous Men obſery'd, That Our 

_ Bleſſed Saviour sDifciples took no Care to waſh their Hands, 

before they eat Bread; and fancying, they had by this 

means, a ſufficient Ground to Im peach the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and to accuſe his Diſciples of of Profaneneſs, they 
ccme to Feſus with mighty Aſſurance; and with an Air . 
os much Contempt, the 78 demand of bim; os 


Why do Thy "Diſciples tranſgreſs the Tradition of. the EL 


ders for They waſh mot their Hands when they eat Bread : 
Which Ceremony, was then held ſo neceſſary by the Jeus, 
that they thought the Omiſſion of it, a Capital Crime, 


and was judg d by their Rabbixſ to be worthy. of Death, no 


* then * or Ry - 


A.2: _ Our. 


— —— — 


[ 4 ] 


Our Lord takes that way cf anſwering their Queſtion, 


which was moſt effectual to mortify their Pride; to correct: --- 
their falſe Notions, and to inſtruct them ina Truth, w hich e 


was of greateſt moment to their Souls. 
I. by, ſays he, do ye alſo tranſzreſs the Commandment of 


God by your, Iradilion ? for Godt Gommanded , ſaying, 


Hons Father and Mother; und d. whoſo C urſeth Father 


or Mother, let him dye the Death: But ye lay, / hoſoeuer 
hall ſay to Hir 25 7 Vis Mother, At 15 4 Giſt; by. cohat- 
ſoe ver thou mighteſt be profiled by me, and honour not his Ta- 


ther or ns Mother, bs ſhall be free : The plain meaning = 
of which, is this; That tho' God has oblig'd all Men to 


Honour their Parents, as in other ways; ſo. eſpecially by pro- 


viding them a Nair inte JANCC, when they hap pen to fall into 


5 Poverty; yet you Feribes and Phariſees, have made it acur- 
rent Doctrine among the Jews, that if a neceſſitous Par ent 
ask his Child for Relief; and that Child anſwers, It is 4 
Gift, chat i is, He. has devoted ſo much to God, or that, he 
Has Swor u, He never will relieve his Parent : Why then, 
that Oath, or Dedication, ſhall ſet him Free from = Law 
| - of God. Thus they made the Command of Sogn of no 
3 Effed, by ſheir: 1e. = 1 2 


5 Chrif having 2 8 their peremptory Queſtion - 
| ut pon U | 


em, immediately gives them due Correction; 


| M oF: tells theſe Hypocrites,, whoſe whole Religion was ſhe 
and Pagearzry, that they are the Men of whom Eſaias long 


before Prophecy d, Who would pretend to draw near to God 


With their Lips, when their Heart was far from him; and 
by way of Inſtruction, in a moſt neceſſary ſaving Truth, 
fe aſſures them, That in vain they yang to wor ſhip God, 


* they 2 Tor Dottrines tbe ommanaments of Men. 


It 


151 


It was a fruitleſs empty ſhewof Worſhip, which they paid, 
v hilſt they let up their own trifling Dreams, and Inventi- 
ons againit the Expreſs Commands of God, 


1 Might from hence take Occaſion to run a Parallel be. 
tween theſe Old Phariſees, and ſome others of a more 
Modern Stamp, who have exalred their own rotten 7rad:- 

tions, above and againſt the plain-it Laws of God. A'ay, 


1 might trace them, even in that very inſtance, with which 


our Saviour here Corrects and refutes their forward Queſtion; 
and ſhew, that if a Son tells his Parent, It zs Cor ban, or 
2 Gift, when he has a mind to beſtow himſelf and his Por- 
tion, upon a Convent of Hyars: Then do the Laws of 


the Church ſer him free from the Law of God; and he is 


no longer bound to Obſerve, or Honour his Father and 
M.ojther. might in many other inſtances, prove their Agtee- 
ment and Correſpondence, in magnifying meer Hum ane 
Traditions above the poſitive Laws of God : As in the 
Communion, in One kind only ; tao! Our Bleſſed Savior 
Inſtituted it in Both, and expreſsly Commanded, that Al. 
ſhould Drink of that Cup. 1n their forbidding the uſe cf 
certain Meats, as finful, in oppoſition to the Words of our 
Lord following my Text, Not that cohich enters into the 
| Mouth defiles the Man. In their prohibiting Marriage to 
che Clergy, in contradiction to the Apoſtle, who aſſures us, 
that Marriage is Honourable in All: And that forbidding ; 
to Marry, is called the Doctrine of Devils. And in ſeveral 


other diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of the Church of Rome. And 


tis well worth our Obſerving, that each of theſe Traditions 

is made of equal force and Authority with the plaineſt Laws 

of God, and mutt be believed by all Romaniſts under the 
ſame Penalties : And the Foundation, upon which they 


build chis Veneration, to their 0500 Traditions, is the ſame 


= irh 


[6] 


with that of the Jews, viz. That the Holy Sctiptures, nd 


their Fancies, or Traditions, are of equal Importance, and 


Each has the ſame Authority to bind us. 


But however N the Words of my Yu. may juſtifie © 
the Inſiſting on this Parallel of the Jewiſh, and Ro- 
miſh Traditions; I ſhall not now Proſecute it. But 
(as the more uſeful attem pt) I ſhall addreſs my ſelf =. - 
particular to thoſe of Mag Romiſh Communion, in this, 
and the Neighbouring Pariſhes ; Who by the Death of 
their Prieſt, ſeem to think themſelves quite Deſtitute of 
any. Method, wherein to worſhip Almighty God. They 
are told, that ſome Acts of Parliament have EffeQtually 
hinder d their: chuſing in any other, to ſucceed him: And 
that therefore, their Caſe is moſt miſerable, who have 
no Prieſt to Inſtruct them; neither muſt they have One, > 


ö without Incurring ſevere Penalties trom the Law. 


"This: they complain of as a ſort af” Perſecution,.. and 
Rep roach the Law-givers for it; as if they Deſign'd to 
5 nes a all of that Communion turn Atheiſts and Infidels. 
What the Senſe of the Law may be, as to the Succeſſion _ 


of Prieſts, into thoſe Pariſhes, where the Former Prieſts 


are Dead, I will not take upon me to Determine ; But 
it is. no hazardous Undertaking, to Demonſtrate that 
Our Law-givers have not left thoſe of the Romiſh Per- 
ſwaſion any way Deſtitute of proper Methods to worſhip 
God, and to fave their own Souls; and that it was far 
from their Deſign to make them turn Infidels, but on 
the contrary, to become Good and knowing Chriſtians ; _ 
and to Pray to God, with the Spirit, and wich the underſtand- 


| Whe- 


: — 
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Wbether any of the Romiſh Communion be ber: 
ſent or no; My deſign, and this Diſcourſe, may pcr- 
haps be never the leſs pertinent. If they be nor. t 
may be of uſe to Confirm and Strengthen the Faith of 
| thoſe, who do hear me, and may furniſh them with pro- 
per Arguments to invite, and allure their Popiſh Neigh- 
bours to reſort to our Church ; and poſlibly, may leave 
them without Excuſe, if they refuſe to come; Befides, 
they may be Inſtructed with proper and ſufficient anſwers 
to them, who cry out upon our Religion and Laws, as 
Opppreſſive, and Perſecuting Men for Conſcience fake. 
And if the Controverſies between us and the Church of 
| Rome, were more frequently the Subject of our Conver- 
ſations with the Papiſts, and not altogether the Concerns 
of this World, or (what's much worſe) vain, looſe, and 
idle Talking ; as they would be provok'd by our Zeal, 
1o by God's aſſiſtance, They may in time be won by our 
Arguments, to a better, and truer Opinion, than They 


in the Profeſſion of it. 


But if any of the Romiſh Church, do happen to 

be preſent at this time; My only Requeſt to them 

is, to be aſſur'd, that what 1 now offer, has nothing of 
Prejudice, either to their Perſons, or to any Freedom they 
Enjoy... I hope my behaviour in this Place has been ſuch, 
as to free me from all Suſpicion, of having any perſonal 
Pique, or Quarrel againſt any of them; And whatever 
{mall Benefits, God has enabled me to Diſpenſe among them, 
I chink, none of them can ſay, that I have ever injur'd. 


ITY 


generally Entertain, either of our Religion, or our Sincerit 


or harm'd the moſt Obnoxious of them. Na 


[8] 


Thus far I am certainly Entituled to ſome Credit with 
them: And it ought to be "Tome Addition to ir, that 
what 1 am about to offer, is not only for the Love and 
Benefit of their Souls; but to endeavour all I can, to make 
them more eaſie in their Temporal Circumſtances'; They 
themſelves complaining and not without reaſon, that fe- 
veral late Laws bear very hard upon them, whilſt they 
continue Papiſts, and as ſuch, muſt be look'd upon, as 
none of the beſt Subjects. And certainly any Attempt 
truly and charitably offer d, to make Men ſafe in the means 
of their Salvation; and their Condition more eaſie and 
comfortable in this World, ought to meet with a candid, and 


favourable Entertainment from them; and will deſerve their 


molt Serious Conſideration: For there is no'reaſon'to be- 
lieve any Man, who complains of hardſhip or Perſecution 
for Conſcience ſake, who has never conſider'd, or exa- 
min'd, whether that which is Requir'd of him, be agree- 


|  ableto Conſcience, and Gods Laws, or ne. ;And this | 
Ils take to be the Caſe of molt in that Communion, in this 


Kingdom. Not One in Ten Thouſand have ever con- 
ſider' d, why they adhere fo Obſtinately to the Romiſh 
Church, and yet all cry out, hat hard Conditions our 
Church has laid upon them: f „ 1 
That therefore, which I moſt earneſtly Recommend to 
them, both for the ſake of their Immortal Souls, and for 
the advantage of their Temporal Intereſt, is, to give 
Each fide, at ſome time, an Impartial hearing, and not to 
Clamour againſt our Religion and Law-givers, without 
knowing, what either have to fay for themſelves. Sure 
none of them can Judge ſo Uncharitably of this Addreſs ; 
as to imagine, that either I, or any of my Brethren, have 
me) Es Ti a, 1 


Py 


the leaſt Worldly Profit in our view by it; however, this 
may be proy'd upon their Prieſ(who never ſpare the peo- 
ples Purſes;) yer Ithink we muſt be wholly freed from that 
Imputation, ſince the Laws have already ſettled our Main- 
tenance; and tho every Papiſt in the Kingdom were con- 
verted to us, yet our Sallaries would be neither Leſs nor 
More than they are; no, we ſeek not theirs, but them; 
our Charge, our Care, our Pains, would be extreamly 


inereas d; but our Advantage, except that of gaining Souls, 7 


| (which 1 is all in all) woun be ſtill the ſame. 


Since to I can in the ſight of God, „in this Ho- 
| ly Place, and before this Apts od molt truly Pro- 


feſs, that nothing but a Conſcience of my Duty, and a 
Love to the Souls of ſo many, who ſeem to wander as 

| Sheep without a Shepherd, has Influenc'd me to make 

this Exhortation, to thoſe of this Neighbourhood, profeſ— 
ſing the Romiſh Religion : I ſhall addreſs my felf to 


thoſe Zealots of Tradition againſt Scripture, in the fol 
lowing } Method. 


Fiſt, 1 ſhall endeavour to prove, that tho the Traditi- 


ons they contend for, or thoſe Tenets about which the 


and we do Differ, were True, as the Romaniſis hold them, ; 


yet they are no ſufficient Cauſe for their abſtaining from the 

Communion of our Church. 1 
Secondly, 1 ſhall prove, that their diſtinguiſhing Doctrines 

or Traditions, have little of Truth or Antiquity to ſupport 


them; and therefore, 7 1 are inexcuſable for rckuſing o 
Communicate with us. 


. And Firſt, to prove, That tho che Traditions which 
| the Ram hold, and we reject, were all True; yet they 
2 5 


* 


110 
are no ſuſficient Ground or Cauſe, for their Abſtaining from 
the Communion of our Church : To which end, 1 ſhall 
only deſire to have it Premis'd, as a Truth agreed upon by 
all Chriſtians; that every Man 1s bound to Communicate 
with the Church of that Nation, i in which he lives, if that 
Church have injoyn'd nothing that is Sinful, nor requiresany 


unlaw ful Terms of Communion.” Certainly ſo much Obe- 
dience is due even to the Ci Powers : But where the Su- 


preme Powers, both Spiritual and Civil, do join in requir- 


ing our Obedience, nothing but a plain Repugnance Fa 


God's Laws, can juſtifie our Diſobedience. And conſe- 
_ quently the Papiſts, unleſs they can prove upon us the Tm 
poſing ſinful Terms of Communion, are by the tour of -- 


SGSod and Man, oblig'dro Communicate with us: And this 


they are bound to, even on Suppoſition, that the Points 
1 wherein we differ, be True, as they hold chem. 


The principal Points in Controverſy dere rn the Roma- „ 


7 a and Us, are reducible to two Heads; Firſt, 
I hoſe which relate to their //orfbip. And, Secondly, 
thole Dott mes which are p.opos'd to their Belief 


The Points relating to their Worſhip, and the manner of "Ro 


are Chrefly theſe. 
Firſt, They holditlawfulto Worſhip Images; or r toWor- 
ip God by ee as they phraſe it; and Me do not. 
_ Secondly, They hold it lawful to perform their publick 
Worſhip in an unknown Tongue; e do not. 
_* Thirdly, They hold it lawful to pray: for the Dead; We 
% nt. 
Furt bly, They hold it el to Communicate in one 
Kind only; thatis, to Receive the Bread alone; Ie do not. 
Fifthly, They hold it lawful to pray to Saints and Angels; 
and, We 464 1 cio th Wy, . 


L 
Sixthly, They hold it lawful to uſe Holy-Warter, Oyle, 
Beads, Agnus Deis, Pixes, Candles Conſecrated, and many 
other ſuch Additions to God's Worſhip ; which, Ve do not. 
Under theſe Six Articles, are Comprehended moſt of ur 
Differences, as they concern Religious Worfhip. 


| Thoſe Points of Doctrine, wherein we differ, are many 

more, and falſe Doctrines, do always produce corrupt Wor- 
ſhip; ſo that 1 do not divide them, as being diverſe or di- 

ſtinct Errors, for they naturally beget each other, but only 
that I may the more elearly and diſtinctly conſider them. 

| It wou'd be endleſs to touch upon every point of Doctrine 

held by them ; and which, Me believe falſe and Er roneous: 


l hall therefore ſingle out Three of the moſt Important Ar- 


ticles of Faith (as the Romaniſts have made them) and try : 
them by the ſame Rule, which IJ have laid down for the Six 


Points of V oritup before mentioned : And thoſe are, ; 


1. The Tufallgbility " which. the an 2s do- ay is in 
their Church; tho, they cannot agree 8 9 
% 888 of 7; 7 anſubſtantiation, or the change of 
the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament , „ into the true Body 


and Blood of Chriſt. 


3. The Doctrine of Purgator y, or aplaceof Fireropurge - 
Souls, before they can be admitted into Heaven. ew, 
no reaſonable Papiſt can deſire or wiſh for more, than to 
have all theſe Points given up to them, and taken for Gran- 
ted to be true, becauſe they never were, nor can be Prov'd; 
and that for the preſent I ſhall do; and even upon that Sup- 
poſition, do hope to make it Appear, that they ought in 
Conſcience to Communicate with Us: And the faireſt way 
to make this Out, will be, by conſidering every one of 
_ thote Points in Difference particularly, which J have here 
Aſſigu'd. 1 Ein in the order before#aid down. 


1 5 Firft, 


| 

1 
1 
ü 

' 


U 12 1 


Niſt, Wien that of Image Worſhip, or Worſhiping God 


by Images: This, We Froteſtants, hold to be a moſt dan- 
gerous Corruption of God's Worſhip; to beexpreſsly againſt 
the Second Commandment ;. and that I has never been De- 
fended by Papiſts, by any Arguments, but what do ſerve 
as effectually to defend the Groſſeſt [dolarry of the Heathen. 
et for once, We grant it to be Lawful ; but does it there- 
fore follow, that it is unlawful to Worſhip God without Ima- 
ges? the moſt, the Papftis fay for it is, that God has not for- CE 
bidden it; be it ſo : Has God any where ſaid, that he will 


not be Hor ſhip d without Images? Or, Is there any Law, 


= ecept, Example, or Tradition, that ever any of God's 5 
Taithſul Servants are reprov'd for not uſing them? Or did any 


Papiſt ever pretend to ſbeco there was? Or had any of then: 


ever the Confidence to (ay, That the Worſhip of God without 
Images, was Sinful? or the worſhiping with them, abſolutely 

 meceſſary? It therefore the not uſing of them be ſafe, and 

not Sinful; and the uſe of them not neceſſary, but that the 


Service of God is perfect and compleat without them; un- 


doubtedly the want of [mage orſbip is no real Cauſe for 
refuſing to join in Communion with our Church; the Papiſts 
cannot, dare not ſay, that We fin in not uſing them; We 
ay, the uſe of them, vill involue us in the horrid guilt of 

| Taolatry : They do not affirm that they are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in Divine Worſhip ; but tharrit may be compleat and 


perfect without them. I wou'd therefore make any unpre- 
judic'd Man of themſelves Judge, Whether upon their own 
Arguments, and Principles, they be not bound to Commu- 
nicate with us, even ſuppoſing Image Wor ſhip lawful ? 


And fo of the Second Point of their Corrupt Worſhip, 
which I propos d to ſpeak to, Viz. That of praying in 


an. 


e 3 1 c 

an unknown Tongue. Secondly, This Abuſe, We Prote- 
ſtants, believe to be moſt Abſurd and Irrational; to 
chink that God can be Worſhip'd by any Man ſpeaking 
or mumbling he knows not what; and eſpecially, that a 
whole Congregation ſhould thus Addreſs themſelvesto him, 
for all that concerns them in this Life, and all their hopes 


of a better; when they muſt own, that ſo many Parrots 
ſpeak juſt in the ſame manner. We believe it not only 


Abſurd in it ſelf, bur contrary tothe current Practice of the 
 _Unyverſfal Church; and that St. Paul has writ One whole 
Chapter the 14th, 1 Cor. againſt it; beſides ſundry other 


Scriptures which expreſsly Condemn it: Yet we will at 


this time, give this up likewiſe to them, and ſuppoſe it 


2 Language which we do underſtand? Admitting that it 


is not prohibited for Men to Travel in Dark Nights; will 

it therefore follow, that Men muſt not, or cannot Travel 
in che Day ? Do any of the Papiſts ſay, that we cannot 
Worſhip God acceptably in our own Tongue? or that 
God has forbidden, that Prayers ſhould be made to him 
in any other Language but Lalin? Is there any Scripture 
pretended for the ule of an Unknown Tongue in Prayer? 


Is there One Ancient Father that ever Dreamt of it, or 


gives it in charge, as a part of God's true Worſhip, that 
we mult Pray to him in Latin; or that it's Siaſul to uſe a-. 
ny other Language? Did ever any Church, except that of 
Rome, make their Prayers in a Tongue not known to the 
People? Or was it ever made an Article of Hereſy or 
_ Schiſm againit any Sect or ſort of Chriſtians, that they 


Worſhip'd God in a Language which they themſelves un- 


derſtood? If not, then granting the Papiſts that Precious 
Liberty of ſaying, they znow not hat, to their God ; yet 
it can never be by themſelves, nor by any Rational Man, 

— W e made 


. 


6 
made an Objeaion againſt us, . we do other uiſe . fo 


that upon this Score, "they are utterly Incxculable, for not 
Communicating: with us. 


And ſo likewiſe, in the Third Point That of Praying | 
fer the Dead. We Proteſtants, are aſſur'd from the dc 15. 
tures, that where the Tree falls, there it muſtlye , that as 


Death leaves every Man, ſo Judgment will find him; and 
therefore look upon it as a Groundleſs, vain Superſtition, 
to offer Prayers for them whoſe everlaſting Condition is 
Fix'd, and De termin d: But were the contrary Practice 
Lawful, is that a ſufficient reaſon to leave the Communion 1 85 
of a Church, who does not uſe it? We Teach the Neceſſity 

of Living holily, in order to Dye happily. And we uſe the 

beſt Arguments we can, to perſwade Men to take the ut- 
moſt care for their Souls, whilſt God gives them Oppor- 
tunity in this Life; and that their Dependance upon What 
may be done for them after, is Treacherous, and will not avail 
them, when this time of doing for themſelves, is once 


paſt : And this we eſteem a much better Security for Mens 
working out ther own Salvation, than to amuſe them 


with the falſe hopes of procuring after aſſiſtances from 
their Friends or their Money, when they themſelves are 
Dead. But ſhall the Papiſts, who flatter themſelves with 


theſe fond Fancies, ſcperate from a Church on the Score of 


them; where they muſt own fo gooda Proviſion ; nay, ſo 


much better is made, for Mens leading holy Lives? Cer- 


tainly the Inforcing this great Duty upon Chriſtians, can 
be no juſt Cauſe of Refuſing our Communion; and if that 
be not, Iknow nothing in Prayers for the Dead, that even 
to a Papiſt, can influence to Abſtain from us. Let them 
ſhew where there was any ſeparation from the Church, 
for above Four Hundred Years, who Taught and Practic'd 


in 


ee 
in this matter, as we Proleſtauts do now] or let them ſhew 
any Church or Conncil for above 600 Years, Condemning 
the want, or the not uſing ſuch Prayers ? It therefore our 
Mor ſbip agree with that of the Primitive Church for ſo 
many Centuries, and no Separetion made from them, on 
this Account, let the Romaniſts Anſwer how they can 
juſtifie the not Communicating with us for want of thoſe 
Suporſtitions Prayers: For the ſame reaſon, they break Com- 


munion with the pureſt Churches that ever were on Earth, 


thoſe of the Firſt Ages after Chriſt. And *tis our Misfortune, 
that we can ſeldom or never cloſe with the Pap!ſfs, but 
we muit of neceſlity break off with thoſe Firſt and beſt 
Chriſtians : And in this ſtrait, 'tis no hard matter to Re- 


The Fourth Punt in difference, is about Communion un- 
der One kind. Weare | aught by Chriſis own Inſtitution, 
and the CcncurrentP! atFice of the Church, for almoſt toco 
Years, that the Receiving the Vine in the Communton is 
as neceſſary, as Receiving the Bread; and that there can 
be no perfect or true Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, 
without Adminiſtring in Both Kinds. The Romaniſts do 
no hold, and Practice otherwiſe ; and admitting it Law- _ 
ful for them fo todo; yet ſure, it can be no Cauſe to Re- 
| fuſe our Communion that we Adminiſter in both Kinds. 
They cannot ſay, that our Sacrament is Imperfect; that 
We Croſs and run counter to the Devine Inſtitution. Nei- 
ther can they Urge, that if the Bread alone, be available 
to 1 worthy Communicant, therefore the Bread and Wine 
together, cannot avail him. If we allow, that Pread only, 
may ſerve to allay our Hunger, and fatisfe Nature; it 


cannot poſſibly follow, that Bread and Drink together: 


will not do this. If half a Sacrament (as they ſay be ſuf. 
OWE: rn ficien 
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ficient to obtain and improve the Grace of God; by all 
the Rules of Reaſon, a whole Sacrament muſt be as con- 
ducive to the ſame Ends. The Romaniſts muſt own, that 
if the ſame Council, which took away the Cup, had thought 
fit to leave that, and to take the Bread inſtead of it, then 
the Wine alone muſt be their whole Communion ; for by the 


fame Right they took One, they might have taken the O- 


cher: Since then the / I ine by their own Confeſſion, is as 
_ Eſſentially of the Sacrament, as the Bread, They cannot 


Urge it as a Cauſe of Separation, againſt our Church, 


that we pay an equal Regard to Both. Let them then, 

enjoy that ſingular Priviledge of Receiving half a Sacra- 
- ment, inſtead of the whole one Iuſtituted by our Saviour: 
But let them not imagine, that their doing fo, can juſtifie 
their not joyning in Communion with a Church who follow 


| that Rule which Jeſis Chriſt has given them. Or if no, 


let them ſhew ſome Church, ſome Scripture, Father or 
Council, in any Age before that Council, which introduc'd 
this Practice, with a nou Obſtante, to our Lord's Inſtituti- 
on, and the conſtant Practice of his Church : I ſay, let 
them ſhew from the begining of Chriſtianity till then, 
that Receiving in Both Kinds, was ever Objected to any 
ſort or Denomination of Chriſtians. C we. 


| The Bi Point in Difference, is the Praying to Saints 


and Angels. From many paſſages of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, we are aſſur'd. that this ſort of Worſhip is Sinful, 
and Dangerous. That it Invades God's Property; who has 
the only Right of being addreſs'd to by his Creatures. 
That he has Commanded All that Labour, to come unto him, 


' that whatever we ask of him, in his Sons Name, he u 


give it us; andthatzhere is noother Mediatour be tu een God 
and Man, but Jeſus Chriſt. However, ſince the Roma- 


"Ty 


ziſts pretend to be Wiſer than their God and Sevionr, in 
the choice of ſo many other Medrators; I ſhall likewiſe 
give them up this Point too at preſent ; and try, whether'tis 
ſufficient to excuſe their not Communicating with us. If 
the Invocating Saints and Angels be Lawful; we are ſure, 
it is no where made neceſlary ; nor are we thro' the whole 
Han mpruy es enjoyn'd to do it: Nor can they Deny, but we 
are plainly Commanded to J// orſmip God, and him onls 
bali thou {irve. If therefore, we Br God in that way 
that himſelf has Commanded; if our Prayers and T hanks- - 
givings are ſuted (as well as Humane Isfirmiy, with the aſ. 
fiſtance of his Spirit could Adapt them to lo great and 
Gloricus a Majeſty; then do we not want any thing that 


| God requires in Prayer. When ve addieſs to him iu all 


our Wants, Miſeries and Dangers ; and Implors his he'p, 
tho the Mediation of his dl efſea Jon, can any Chriſtian 
object againſt us, tha: we fail in that Duty, Wines we 
do not call upon Saints and Angels to aſſiſt us? Thar 

God knows the ſecrets of all Hearts; and hears all Prayers 
and is ready and able to Anſwer all chat ask in Faith and 
Humility, no body doubts; and if we may joyn in Wor- 
ſhip with thoſe who offer him this Daily Sacrifice, ſhall 


we Refuſe to do it, becauſe the Saints and Angels are not 


invok'd? who certainly do not know the thoughts ot out 
Hearts; and no Man can tell, whether they hear our Pray- 
ers, or are able to Anſwer them; if they do. Let the Pa- 
piſts then call upon Saints and Angels as they pleaſe ; but 
let them not upon that Account, Judge it unlawful to 
Communicate with us, who call 1pon our God: If ſome 

have a fancy to beg Help and Protection from Strangers, 
and ſuch as know them not, 88 are utterly ignorant 
of them, and their Condition ; let them not however 
Condemn thoſe who think it more proper to Impottune 
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1 


their Father and Mother, who begat them; and are by 
Nature and Promiſe oblig'd to do for them. We know 
that Almighty God is more able than all his Creatures to 
help us; and he has in Mercy been pleas d to aſſure us, 
that he is more willing : This our Adverſaries cannot De- 
ny; and therefore cannot with reaſon. Reproach us, for 
not Praying to Creatures; nor abſtain from our Commu- 
nion on that Account; ſince they know, that we Pray con- 
: ſtantly to our God. N %%C C 


Sixth, Neither can they in the next Place reject our 
Communion, becauſe we do nut uſe Holy Water, Agnus 
Des, Pixes, Beads, and many other ſuch Superſtitions ad- 


diions to God's (Vip. We are aſſur' d, that the Holy 


Scriptures have Inform'd us fully in all things neceſſary or 
Eſſential to Divine Wor ſhip and that no ſuch Trumpery 
as theſe, has the leaſt Foundation or Footſtep there: We 
think them Dangerous and Sinful; and we ſee them us d as 
Spells and Charms, which we know to be quite oppoſite 
to the ſimplicity and Holy Deſign of Chriſts Goſpel; yet 
if the Papiſts are Enamour'd with ſuch Toys, we will like- 
wiſe allow them to be Harmleſs and Lawful. And is it 
therfore Lawful, for their ſakes, to refuſe the Communion 
of a Church, which will not admit ſuch Trifles into her 
 Wirſhip? Even themſelves dare not ſay, but that the Wor- 
ſhip of God may be Perfect and Compleat without them; 
and we affirm that ours is ſo; nor will they venture to Aſ- 
ſign the want of any of theſe Follies, as a defect in our 
Worſhin. If therefore our Worſhip be perfect, and no way 
Deficient without theſe ; then (allowing them innocent) 


pet the Romaniſts cannot Reject our C ommunion for want 


of them. Some People fancy that Painting and Var niſb 5 
are a moſt uſeful addition to Natural Beauty; Others (with 
oh 3 - - - mare: 
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more reaſon ) think that they rather ſpoil and corrupt it; 
But granting it Law ful to uſe Paint; ſhall it therefore be 
Sinful not to uſe it? or mult Men 45010 the Company of 
thoſe who will not? If the Romifh Tezabel then, will wear 
Rotten Paint, and Varniſh her Dete&s with Glittering 
Toys and Trifles, yet cannot this be a juſt Pretence to re- 
fuſe a Chir ch which only Delights in her own Native 


Beauty, and gives no other caule of Offence; but that ſhe 


will not venture to add to Gods own Handy-work and In- 


fFrovements. Let them enjoy thoſe Childiſh Baubles if 


they pleaſe ; but ſure, they can never make the want ok 
= chem. a | Reaſon to break off from our Communion. 8 


: Thus I have gone through the leveral Heads of ovine 5 
2 ſhip, iti which the Romaniſts and We do differ: And. 


I hope, have made it plain enough, that none of them (thoꝰ 


granted to be true on their ſide) are of moment ſufficient to 


influence them to abſtain from our Church ; but that they | 
may law fully join in our /Yor/hip. I ſhall briefly examine 
thoſe three Points of Doctrine, which I mention'd as of 


_ greateſt lmportance in the Controverſie e between us; and 
| fry them in the ſame Method. 


The Firſt, is the fallin ot their n which 
we diſown; and they themſelves know not where to fx it; 5 
nor in whom to find it: But becauſe they have never been 

able to Prove it, it mall, at this time, be Granted them. 
Nov the only uſe, that they themſelves aſſign for it, is to 
inform them moſt aſſuredly in Matters of Faith, far as to 
other Points of leſs moment, they ſay, it does not deſcend. 

So that 1nfallibility is not at all valuable in it ſelf, but as it 

is a means of Guiding, and ſecuring Men in the true Chri- 

K Faith And therefore, if I can be aſſur'd, that T be- 
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lie ve all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, without the 
help of this Infallibility; then is it of nouſe in the World 
to me. But all Proteſtants are fully aſſur d, that they hold 
all the Points of the Chriſtian Faith as firmly and undoub- 
tedly as the Papiſts. We are certain, that no Power n 
Earth can make any new Articles of Faith; and the Papiſts 
cannot deny it: So that if we are ſure of holding all the 
Old ones, we need not much regard If wm); and it is 
ealy witnuut this, to know for certain, whether we do, or 
Ne. Suppole che Queſtion be, /hether we have the ame 
Aten Laws, that our Anceſtoi's had Have hyndred Team 
ago? Shall we need an Infallible Guide to tell us that? 
— hare we not H ecor ds and Statute-Buoks to make our own 
eyes Judge for us? The Qzeſtion between us and the Pa. 
pilts is the fame, V bether we have the [ame Faith, which 
the Firſt Chriſtians had, about 16co Tears azo? Shall we. 


reſort to an Infallible Guide to know this? Have we nct 5 


the Holy Scriptures, and the only Antient Creeds proſeſoꝰd 


and belicy'd by thoſe very Chrz/tians, to put every Man out 
of Doubt, that has Eyes, and Reaſon? Suppoſe that we 
held all the ſame Doctrines and Articles of Faith that the 


Vapiſts hold; but they pretend to have them by Iufallible 


means, and we have them without ſuch means. If our Faith 

5 incvery point be the fame, M hat (i gnifiestheir Infallibility 
So that*ris evident, if we believe all neceſſary Articles of 
Faith, a Romaniſt has no reaſun to break withus yponthe 


Account of that groundleſs 7; enet, becauſe we have all, that 
en (if true) could give 5 


The next point of Dockeine . I mentioned, 3 1s Tramſub. 
1 which, tho' it overthrows all ſenſe and Reaſon, 
and be inconſiſtent with the Scriptures, and repugnant to 
the whole Current of Ag, yet 1 ſhall ſuppoſe that 


too 


CSC} 
too, to be true; and granting it is ſo; lay, it can be no 
Cauſe for a Pap: ſt to refuſe our Commeincioh. They mult 


own, that Jeſus Ci1:/; might have made the Jarrament 
effectual, to the Commemorating his Pafſicn, and to the 


Strengthning of our Shu, without any ſuch change ofthe 


Bread and Wine, into his Real Bod) and Bloed : For that 
the Mater of Baptiſmis effectual tothe waſhing away Sin, 
and. yet no change pretended to be in the Water. It there- 
fore we have all the Benefits of Chriji's Hol Sacrament, 
_ without this Change, as we certainly have; then havethey 
na reaſon to ſeparate on that Account. We certainly dd 
Commemorate Chriſt's Death by it; and we feel and find 
the Jpiruiual Gzod of it to our Souls; fo that whether there 
be ſ a Change, or no, ſince all the knds of Chriſt's Institu- 
t104 are anſwer'd : his is ſufficient to every Chriſtian. 
If a Phyſician Af HER a plaia wholfom Medicine, which. 
he knows will recover his Falient; and another come in, 


and tell him, that the Medicine will never do, unleſs he 


believe it chang'd into Gold or Silver; muſt. it theretore 
loſe its Virtue, and have no eftectatall? This is cur Caſe; 
We receive this Saletary Sacrament from the Great Phy- 
ſſcian of our Souls ; and we depend on him for the Succeſs | 
of it; and that Succeſs it will have, nene we believe a 
Cbange in che Subſtance of it, or no And ſince we reap 
all the good Fruits of atrue & acrament, withoutthatchange, 
why ſhould a Fap:ft ſcruple our Communion; ſince all the 
Ends of Chriſt 8 ann are eantwered by it. 


The laſt Point propos d, was thirof Purgatory, which - 
hall be at preſent granted them; and yet is no ome 
of their refuling our Communion. We firmly believe a 
Heaven and Hell; and uſe all our beſt Endeavour, to en- 


Joy the one, and to avoid the other; and is not this ſuſfi- 
cient 


e 
cient without a Purgatory? So that if they will hold that 
middle State, let them do fo; but not make it a bar againſt 
VUniting with us. If there be a Purgatory, we are in as good 
à condition as they; for he who lives up to the Rules of our 
Religion, has as good an Intereſt in (God's Promiſes, as the 
bedſt of them; and therefore ſhall be brought to Gle7), 
whether he paſs thro' fuch an Imaginary Fire, or no. Now, 
ſince we believe what is ſufficient, to give us hopes of Hea- 
ven, anda dread of Hell, and lead our Lives according- 
ly; to what End ſerves Purgatory? if we have Obey'd God 
to the utmoſt of our Abilities, He will thro? the Merits of 
Chriſt, make us Happy: And if it be neceſſary to under- 
gqo ſuch a purgation; in order to it, by the Promiſes of God, 
we are Entitul'd to it no leſs than they. We there fore per- 
form all Chriſtian Duties, without any regard to it at all. 
And I wou'd ask a Papiſt, it he makes the beſt preparation 


he can for Heaven, what need he value Purgatory? if it be 


his way thither, he muſt take it; if not, his Belicf was vain, 
as every Man muſt 


. Heaven or Hell e 


I have now briefly perform'd what I undertook ; and 
hope it is made plain, as to the moſt Important Articles 
in difference between us : That tho' they be in the Right, 
they will not all amount to a ſufficient Reaſon for Abſtaining 
from our Church ; and ſince Ours, by God's Mercy, has the 
Legal Eſtabliſhment, they are therefore Oblig'd in Con- 
ſcience to Communicate with us ; and conſequently our 
Laws and Laus givers are fairly Vindicated, if they have 
excluded all Succeſſion of Preefts in this Kingdom. And 
to ſhew that this Notion is neither New nor Strange ; it 
was upon this Foundation, that all the Papiſts in Eng land 


Conform' d to our Church, for the Firſt Twelve Years of 


the 


Confels, who believes the reality f 


e 
che Gtorions Reign of Queen Elix abel h, till many of them 


were afterwards Scar'd by the Popes Bull, winch irighted 
them trom our Church, and from rhetr Obediente. 


Io Sum up therefore what has been ſaid, and give it 
do the Papiſis dreſt up in an Argument of their on „which 
they are not a little Fond of. Both they and we agree, 
that the ///or/vip of God without Images is Law ful; but we 
Deny, that Image / V/or ſhip is Lawtul. Both they and 


we agree, that Prayers in a Language we underſtand, 1s 


Reaſonable and Lawful; but we deny it of Prayers in a 
Tongue unknown. Borh they and we agree, that Pray: ing 
for the Living is neceſſary and Lawful; but we deny this 
of Prayers for the Dead. Both they and we agree, that 
Chriſt Inſtituted the Sacrament in Both Rinds; but we de- 
ny, that Man can alter or maim this Order of Chriſt. Both 
they and we agree, that Praying to God is Lawful, and 


our Duty ; but we deny, that tis either Lawful or our 
Duty, to Pray to Saints or Angels. Both they and we a- 


gree, that God's V Vor ſhip is whole and perfect, without 
Beads, Pixes, Agnus Des, &c. But we deny and deteſt 
the uſe of ſuch Fooleries : Therefore they ought to come 


over to us, fince both ſides are agreed, as to the truth of 


our Principles and Ve ſhip ; for according to them, Truth 
miſt be, where both ſides do conſent. And if this be not a 


good Argument, tis not our Fault; we are oblig'd to the 


Papiſts for it; and we hope they will not diſown what has ö 
been ſo Serviceable to their Canſe, 


-Tnftvad of purſuing. my Soc Props tion, VIS. To 
| Few the falſity of theſe ſeveral Points given up to them, . 


ſhall wait for ſome other Occaſion for that ; and conclude 


” with a word « or two, to you 2 Brethren, whow God has 
nk freedi 


. 
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creed from theſe Errors and Corruptions. If God's will 


be more clearly made known to you, you ought the more 
ſtrictly to conform to it. If we have rejected Image vor- 
ſpbip, we ſhould be the more ſerious and Devout to or- 


ſhip the Lord in Spirit, and in Truth. It we have the 
happineſs to ſerve God in a Language that we underſtand, 

we ought to do it, with the greater Zeal, Conltancy, and 
; Devotion. If we believe that Prayers fe the Dead are 


not available, we ſhould be carneſt Interceſſurs for the 


Living, and [trive fo to perform our Duties, as not to be 
concern'd whether Men Pray for us, or no, when we arc 
Dead; having done our utmolt, to wake our Callimg and 


Election ſure. When we ice others debar'd from Re- 


ceiving one half of the Sacr ament , we ſhould pay our 


noſt chokful acknowledgments to God, that we have 


the «hole; and Endeavour to re nder our felves truly 1 
thy of ſuch a Bleſſing. When we ſee whole Multitudes, : 
blindly to Adore Saints and Angels; ; how ought veto 

: Magaiſieour God, that has given us the Liberty of approach. 
ing to himſelf; and ſtrive to make our Sacrifice of Pt ajer's 
and Praiſes, Cs way Suitable to fo Great, and fo aw- 

„ a Majeſty When we behold Poor deluded Chi 1ſtt- 
ans putting their truſt in Agnus Deis, Beads, and Pixes, 


&c. ſhould, not this conſtrain us to make an Offering of our 


ſelves to our God, and to our Saviour, being aſſure d, that 
His Blood alone purgeth us from all Sta? In a W ord, 
ſhould not f Conſideration of theſe many dangerous Gar: 
ruptions, v 

Influenceus molt ſtrongly to give him the Glory of hisown 
Benefits? and by our Innocent Exemplary Lives and Devo- 
tions, let the Enemies ot his Goſpel lee, that the Light of 
che Refof mation, is as ſtrong and evident in our Actions, 
and our- Prety,,as it is Conſpicious i in our Arguments : And 


uch, by God's Blefling, we are Recovered from, 


that by Both, we ſhall ſilence all the Clamours of out Enemies. 
FN * 


